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The Impact of Good Governance on Sustainable
Development in the United Arab Emirates
during the Period (2004-2023)

Abstract

This study aims to analyze the impact of good
governance on achieving sustainable development in
the United Arab Emirates during the period (2004—
2023), in light of the growing international interest
in the role of institutions and governance quality in
supporting comprehensive development pathways.
The importance of this study stems from the fact that
good governance represents a fundamental
institutional framework that contributes to the
efficient allocation of resources and the achievement
of balance among the economic, social, and
environmental dimensions  of  sustainable
development,  particularly  considering  the
distinguished development experience achieved by
the United Arab Emirates.

The study is based on a central research problem that
seeks to answer the following question: To what
extent does good governance, through its various
dimensions, contribute to achieving sustainable
development in the United Arab Emirates? The
study assumes the existence of a positive and
statistically significant relationship between good
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principles of good governance for the
Sustainable Development Goals: Where do the
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Journal of Environment and Sustainable
Development. Available at:
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governance indicators and the level of sustainable
development throughout the study period. To
achieve its objective, the study adopts the descriptive
approach in the theoretical aspect, alongside the use
of econometric methods in the applied aspect,
through employing the Autoregressive Distributed
Lag (ARDL) model to measure the relationship
between good governance indicators, represented by
Political Stability and Absence of Violence, Rule of
Law, and Voice and Accountability, and the Overall
Sustainable Development Goals Index (OSDGI),
based on data issued by international organizations.
The results of the study revealed the existence of a
positive and statistically significant relationship
between good governance indicators and sustainable
development in both the short and long run. The
findings also indicated that the Political Stability and
Absence of Violence indicator is among the most
influential factors in enhancing sustainable
development performance. Furthermore, the results
showed that the Global Financial Crisis had a
negative impact on sustainable development in the
short run, while demonstrating a positive effect in
the long run, reflecting the ability of the UAE
economy to adapt to external shocks and efficiently
restore its path of growth and development.
Keywords: Good Governance;  Sustainable
Development; Good Governance Indicators; Overall
Sustainable Development Goals Index (OSDGI),
United Arab Emirates .
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