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Abstract

The current study focuses on the issue of women's
participation in the process of peacebuilding. The
point is that peace cannot be considered achieved
just by stopping the hostilities and signing a political
deal. Peace is achieved only if there is trust, social
reconciliation, and inclusion of those who had been
excluded in the course of conflict in the past. The
purpose of this study is to make clear the difference
between women's numerical involvement and
influence in  negotiation, decision making,
transitional justice, and sustainable peacebuilding.
The study outlines three separate experiences: First
of all, the case of Northern Ireland is analyzed, where
women transformed from being active socially to
having an organized political activity. Secondly, it
addresses the case of Rwanda, where attention is
paid to the importance of the quota system, the
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necessity of institutionalization of women's
involvement, as well as to its limited effectiveness.
Finally, the Kurdish women's experience is
addressed to prove that a multidimensional reading
of women's position as it is related to gender,
nationhood, the state, war, sectarianism, and
patriarchy is necessary.
In general, the conclusion that can be drawn based
on the conducted research is that women's
participation is effective only if it goes beyond
numerical data and becomes an influence on the
process of policy development and decision making.
Besides, Kurdish women have proven to have a
specific experience that distinguishes them because
of their initiative and innovation in the process of
peacebuilding via the system of co-presidency and
some social movements.

Keywords: Women, Peacebuilding, Political
Participation, Social Cohesion, Pluralism, Kurdish
Women.
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