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introduction of new tactics such as clandestine
poisoning and the burning of opponents.

The study's findings demonstrate that both states
prioritized political interests over moral values and
used the religious justification of political conflict as
a pretext for suppressing dissenting voices, thus
contributing to a widening gap between the ruling
power and society.

Keywords:Islamic Caliphate, political legitimacy,
political opposition, religious propaganda, physical
liquidation
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Abstruct

This study, entitled "Mechanisms and Methods of
Weakening Opponents during the Umayyad and
Abbasid Caliphates (41-232 AH / 661-847 CE)"
analyzes the various mechanisms and methods
employed by the Umayyad and Abbasid authorities
during their reigns to confront and weaken opposing
political and religious movements, such as the
Kharijites, Shiites, and Alawites, as well as
individuals opposed to the ruling power. The study
also reveals how these two states, due to the nature
of their accession to power and the issue of
legitimacy, resorted to a range of "soft" and "hard"
tools that often-contradicted Islamic principles.

The first section examines the soft tools, which
manifested in the use of religious propaganda,
political poetry, and sermons, along with the
exploitation of mosque pulpits and character
assassinations of opponents, all aimed at discrediting
and isolating them from their social environment.
The "divide and rule” policy and the breaking of
social covenants, such as reneging on guarantees of
safety, formed a cornerstone in weakening the
cohesion of opposition forces.

The second axis focuses on the harsh tools
employed, including arrest, torture, political
assassination, and physical liquidation, culminating
in the imposition of collective punishment on cities
and tribes, and the mutilation of corpses to instill
terror in society. During the Abbasid era, these
methods underwent further development, with the



