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Abstract

Women had an important role in the Mesopotamian civilization, for this reason they had a special
status, and in light of them, their responsibilities and legal rights were defined in the legal texts of the
second millennium BC, especially in the Code of Hammurabi, in which several legal articles (Laws
128-191) were dedicated to women and Related topics such as how the marriage process, divorce,
women’s rights and responsibilities within the family, children...etc.

In general, society was divided in light of the law of Hammurabi into three social classes: the
feudal class (Awilum), the class of citizens or the poor (MiSkinum), and the class of slaves (Wardum).
Certainly, women were present within these three classes, and women were often within the class of
their feudal lords More rights than women who were in the poor class or the slave class.

In this research, we will try to shed light on the process of marriage and polygamy on the one hand,
and identify the obstacles to marriage in ancient Babylonian society in the second millennium BC on
the other hand.

In conclusion, we prepared a cuneiform text on a marriage contract, read and translated it, with the
aim of shedding light on many aspects of women’s rights after the marriage process
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