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Kurdish Religious Elites in Baghdad during the
Ottoman Period

Abstract.

This study examines the Kurdish religious elites in
Ottoman Baghdad as social and intellectual actors
who were integrated into the city’s religious and
institutional structure and contributed to its
scholarly, administrative, and cultural reproduction,
without forming an independent ethnic group or a
closed social entity. The research adopts an
analytical approach to the concept of elite, focusing
on functions, trajectories, and roles rather than
individual biographies, with the aim of moving
beyond the traditional narrative treatment of notable
figures.

The study addresses the concept of the religious elite
within the Ottoman context and traces the presence
of Kurdish scholars in Baghdad through multiple
pathways, including the religious—scholarly elite, the
religious—judicial elite, the religious—administrative
and political elite, as well as the intellectual-literary
elite. It demonstrates that membership in these elites
was not based on Kurdish origin per se, but rather on
scholarly competence, the ability to produce
religious knowledge, the formation of educational
networks, and integration into state and social
institutions.

The research shows that the judiciary constituted one
of the principal avenues through which scholars
were incorporated into the Ottoman administrative
apparatus, and that some individuals later
transitioned into administrative roles, parliamentary
representation, and the management of educational
and wagf institutions, particularly in light of the
institutional transformations of the late Ottoman
period. It also highlights the role of Sufism, scholarly
circles, and authorship in shaping an intellectual—-
literary elite that enriched Baghdad’s cultural life
and expanded the horizons of religious knowledge
into the fields of thought, history, philosophy, and
literature.
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The study concludes that the Kurdish religious elites
in Ottoman Baghdad formed an integral part of the
broader Baghdadi elite, contributing to the
functioning of religious, judicial, administrative, and
intellectual fields within a functional and
institutional framework that reflects the flexibility of
the Ottoman system and its capacity to incorporate
individuals of diverse origins into its scholarly and
political structures..

Keywords: Baghdad — Ottoman Period — Kurds —
Religious Elites



Sulaimani Journal for Humanities 238

3 ) ml (835 8 5 e 58S (AL
oh g A8l ¢ g5 5k «m sl

4niy 4243 4S _5}‘243\.5»3 4530 5 gAd 4Se Al gl cla S Al
adi A gt ba (Sii Slewse gl Al glSan ) S
A o lad AR IS S gt 4 Sy daedy lSapiil
A )Sn 5 GRS (il A (i ole (S m s
4l (e 5 51 )R AS chae gl ) ala 5 (3 S S (Sae sia ) 5
A G 3 )3 AleSy (S SIS 5 LU 8 5 OlSailans 5o

haen Ol lailbpalan 5 (il ) (oetion U

OB apdi — 35S — o se (cad s — 1384 1SS A 4 g

e  Publisher: University of Sulaimani, ISSN (Print):1813-0852, ISSN (Online):2617-3034

e Journal Websitehttps://sih.univsul.edu.ig/, Conferance Name[Kurdish scholars in Baghdad were pioneers of thought and sources of
knowledge.], Year: [2026], DOI: [10.17656/jzsbh.12381]

e  Submission Date: [2026/1/6], Revised Date: [Insert], Accepted Date: [2026/2/11], Published Date: [02/08/2026]



mailto:https://sjh.univsul.edu.iq/

239

Jagy LYy A laded) 5,0Y Jadll wge Jien
1917 -1869 Aleidl 2S5 Llgi ) Ll Cnte e e
1991 ¢ A e 4iSa 13 jalal)

Gl o sl e 5 el gy o sal) el )
1968 ¢ s radl s dadas ralany 2O/ o ks Gulaa

A oas Jliv )65 2 )68 clale | Saingd) Jom) 52l wla
2012 «dgan A aill g acblall 4 yae

LSVl e 5 G edl 4 Sllil) ale A )5 55 320 Gl
Aaiae 123 Gl 2LY LI 2 ggall 8 Ly palls LuadluY)
.1958 cgﬁ\)ﬂ\ (;ALJ\ CA.LAS‘

iy Eofea AL susad) ) dlae G el e
Os38ll Ol nalary gy 2Ol e olee gudnT 65 ualls
1987 cAalall el

el

Chesworth and Thomas, David and John(ed).
Christian-Muslim  Relations A Bibliographical
History, Vol: 18, The Ottoman Empire (1800-1914).
Leiden: Brill, 2021.

Gibb, E.J. W. A History Of Ottoman Poetry, Vol: IlI.
London: Luzac and Co, 1904.

Khoury, Dina Rizk. “Fragmented Loyalties in the
Modern Age: Jamil Sidgi al-Zahawi on Wahhabism,
Constitutionalism and Language", in: Proceedings
of the IRCICA Conference. Istanbul: IRCICA, 2001.
Shakely, Ferhad. “The Nagshbandi Sheikhs of
Hawraman and the Heritage of Khaliddiyya-
Mujaddidiyya in Kurdistan”, in: Nagshbandis in
Western and Central Asia: Change and Continuity,
Edited: Elisabeth Ozdalga. Istanbul: Swedish
Research Institute in Istanbul, 1999.

Zubaida, Sami. "lrag Memoirs of Ottomans and
Arabs: Ma'ruf al-Rusafi and Jamil Sidqi al-Zahawi",
in: Istanbul As Seen From A Distance: Centre and
Provinces in the Ottoman Empire, Edited by:
Elisabeth Ozdalga and others. Istanbul: Swedish
Research Institute in Istanbul, 2004.

dndae 1y agllaeg s LaS Gaolaidl | o5 sl )
1958 iday )

Cpats Cinse " piill s maleilly 4 51l 45 a " 2ea) Qi3 aaa)
1985 eLbllay all jlaalary /17 ¢/ a5 jlias de g ga
6 jlian 5 2ty U dpilaied] gl (g5 AT 5 A2 o lsal al) JaSI
Osil) 5 gl ) 8 pe 1 slin) g shew mlla daa ji
1999 ¢J silin 8 Asadlu! Aalal)

N5y 19181258 Cyand] el 5 dlne sanas Gl
2014 ¢obac diSay

Aaall plsie s oaall mual ol ) salaill A Arua 2l
Aclhll Asall Jla il andy 8 pailly ks JSssf ply (S
1998 cgsll5 il

Joaill Lbae 4 dddial) L)) g0 A S gl Ry A
o)y 5380 da g 4bf (ULLMJJ‘}S‘,:.LE/‘H‘LU/.LM L) )3 s bian])
Glathio o ¢ jaS Luileuliad) deals 6 Liiliy) 2 plal) LIS ulas
drala dpladull plaa) ale 4 ddali o )4IS0 Solgdd Jui
2020 Al

gyl daghaall 3 Al (o sla I g0 s sl ) (Risa daes
1924



Sulaimani Journal for Humanities

ety A Dualel) ¥ A U 3103 (5 5) ) s dena
1997 cdalall AEN (550 o alarg igg ) 2 ld/ e dlee
el] 5 AL g Y] ppiladed) die alel] () gt 50 a5 e
AAEN 35 )N Iy s O Slied dane dan i o el

2019
CJ/JJ/UJ.QJ/‘;J iy glale C‘E,{)L?.‘;:}\)Au\ e_._\A\)..:\ é:uﬂ\ g
Al (ol s GlEY) 5055 dahe 1y gagl ude

1982

240

Dk opall g alel/ dads 8 Lglale | (g yoall dasa oy SI e
1983 delilall 4, )all

Aol Sl diae aal )7 pdlpel] paee AlaS La ) e
1957 c‘!,,_})’.“ Sl il elaal Hla i yu

A aill pag g ) A e o de o gladie Gl sbas
CA';AS\ Aanlag calaeg wl—tlj/(a.l.[w (T ¢ paslf ;l,t_)f Laa 4f
1975 ¢ Foall (alall

e auldl) a4 o] el Cpdlsall aaea N se GaS ) S
1969 ¢ala )Y dandaa salary | oy i/

e  Publisher: University of Sulaimani, ISSN (Print):1813-0852, ISSN (Online):2617-3034
e Journal Websitehttps://sih.univsul.edu.ig/, Conferance Name[Kurdish scholars in Baghdad were pioneers of thought and sources of

knowledge.], Year: [2026], DOI: [10.17656/jzsbh.12381]

e  Submission Date: [2026/1/6], Revised Date: [Insert], Accepted Date: [2026/2/11], Published Date: [02/08/2026]


mailto:https://sjh.univsul.edu.iq/

