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Abstract

The same conflicts and tensions observed in the domain of ideas and treated in earlier chapters can
also be seen displayed in the most visible and tangible manner in the arts, architecture and city
planning. But nowhere is this tension more evident than in the architecture of the urban environment
that surrounds Muslim living in the modernized parts of the Islamic world. If in the intellectual field
French, English and German philosophies have been contending with traditional Islamic thought, in
the field of architecture one observes modern Italian, French, English and German styles in one
region, American ones in another. Since Kifri has been a part of Islamic history throughout various
stages, it has been exposed to Western influences as well. These foreign imports vie with traditional
Islamic architecture for nearly every foot of available space in different Muslim urban centers in a
struggle that from the twentieth century until now. The result has been the creation of the tangible
disorder and chaos in the urban setting of many cities in the Islamic World, a chaos that reflects
straightly the confusions and tensions created in the soul and mind of so many Muslims.
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