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Abstract

The geography position of the Kifri district during the Ottoman period made it one of the most
important hubs connecting Mosul to Baghdad and Basra. This significance was attributed to several
factors, including the district's abundant natural resources, its location on a major trade route between
Mosul and Baghdad that passed through the heart of the district, and its role as a wintering site for
the powerful Jaf Confederation. Together, these factors rendered Kifri a vital and significant center
during the Ottoman period, as evidenced by Ottoman state documents.

This research focuses on the Kifri district between 1852 and 1900, examining, in the light of formal
Ottoman archive documents, its administrative aspects, the economic significance of its natural
resources (notably Kifri coal), the impact of pandemics, the spread of diseases, natural disasters, the
establishment of telegraph lines, and major construction and renovation projects undertaken in the
district during the specified period.

What distinguishes this study is its reliance on documentary evidence. The research is based on
official and unpublished sources, adhering to a scientific historical methodology that incorporates
descriptive approaches to contextualize the information within the documents.

Keywords: Kifri district, construction and renovation, telegraph lines, epidemics and natural
disasters, Ottoman state.
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