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Abstract

Sheikh Marouf Al-Nodhi’s Ahmadiyya and its influence

on the Kurdish language - the Sulaymaniyah dialect in the nineteenth century
By: Dr. Salah Mohammed Aziz

Florida State University, Tallahassee-FL USA

Zheen Center for Heritage and Studies, Sulaymaniyah-Kurdistan-Iraq

Muhammad Marouf bin Mustafa Noudhi, commonly known as Sheikh Marouf Al Nodhi (1166-
1254 H/1753-1838 AD), served as a prominent religious scholar, educator, and leader of the
Qadiriyya order in Sulaymaniyah, situated in Kurdistan, Irag. Originally residing in Qalajolan
during the governance of Baba, he later relocated to Sulaymaniyah, which was established by the
Baba's government around 1200H/1785 AD.

Sheikh Marouf Al Nodhi was renowned for his proficiency in composing poetry in Arabic, using
this talent to elucidate various aspects of Islamic worship, philosophical concepts, and more. His
literary contributions included the creation of (55) intellectual works, with "Ahmadia" standing
out as a notable achievement. Ahmadia represented the first Arabic-Kurdish dictionary, utilizing

the Sulaymaniyah dialect of the Kurdish language.

Notably, Sheikh Marouf Al Nodhi's literary endeavors, combined with those of classical literature
poets from the early 19th century, played a pivotal role in establishing Sulaymaniyah as a
significant hub for Kurdish literature. This literary prominence has endured over the years and

continues to characterize Sulaymaniyah's position in the present era.

The current research focuses on three key inquiries: (a) the reasons behind the creation and timing
of Ahmadia, (b) the significance of Ahmadia in comprehending the cultural milieu of
Sulaymaniyah during its inception, and (c) the influence of Ahmadia on Kurdish vocabulary and
writing styles. To address these questions, the researcher extensively relied on the original
manuscripts of Ahmadia using the critical analyzes method in the research.
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The most ancient manuscript of Ahmadia found in Sulaymaniyah traces its origins to the year 1230
H (1214/1815 AD). Despite this, a scholar posited that Ahmadia was composed in 1210 H
(1795/1796 AD). This study contends that Ahmadia likely originated in the years 1218-1220 H
(1803/1805 AD). The rationale behind this assertion is rooted in the fact that Sheikh Marouf Al
Nodhi crafted Ahmadia for his son, intending to prepare him for assuming his role. The son needed
to acquire proficiency in both Arabic and Kurdish to effectively communicate with the Sheikh's

followers.

Ahmadia, as a literary work, encompasses a brief introduction by the Sheikh, comprising (13)
verses of poetry, and a substantial (345) verses of poetry. The translation effort involved rendering
a total of (1184) Arabic words into Kurdish. Through a meticulous analysis of select sections, the
researcher unveils novel insights, including: (a) the proportion of Kurdish words compared to
Arabic, (b) the similarity between Kurdish and Persian numerals, and (c) the prevalence of shared
Kurdish-Persian nouns.

Ahmadia, scripted in Arabic with its 28 letters and accompanying vowels (harakat), incorporates
an additional (4) modified letters borrowed from Persian literature: "3" , "S" | "z" , "&" .
Historically, Kurdish literature followed the same script until the initial quarter of the twentieth
century. Notably, the researcher observed that contemporary Kurdish scripts, including those used
for Ahmadia, may lead readers astray. The proposal advocates for adhering to the original script

in manuscript reproduction while providing modern explanations in footnotes.

Sheikh Marouf Al Nodhi's Ahmadia stands out as a creative Arabic-Kurdish dictionary, attested
by its multiple printings spanning over a century since the Sheikh's demise.

Keywords: Sheikh Marouf Al-Nodhi, Ahmadia, Kurdish vocabulary and scripts, Sulaymaniyah in

the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
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