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Abstract

From a sociolinguistic perspective, gender is not
merely a biological division between male and
female; rather, it is viewed as a "social variable"
that exerts a direct influence on linguistic choices
and speech patterns. While "sex" refers to
biological and physical differences, "gender" is a
cultural and social construct that encompasses the
roles and identities assigned to individuals by
society. Language is not a neutral tool; it serves as
a mirror reflecting power dynamics and social
relations. In this context, gender-based speech
variation is interpreted as a product of the
socialization process, meaning that individuals
learn through language how to perform and project
their gender identity. This study adopts a
sociolinguistic approach, within the framework of
sociolinguistic  theories, to investigate the
phenomenon of "gender-based speech variation"
within the discourse of Kurdish society. The
central research problem revolves around the
extent to which "gender identity," as a social
variable, impacts linguistic form and content.
Utilizing a descriptive-analytical method, the
research highlights lived examples of the Kurdish
language across multiple levels: phonological,
morphological, and semantic. Specific details of
this analysis include examining request strategies
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Kurdish society is a fundamental
instrument for constructing social identity and
reinforcing gender distinctions.

Keywords:(Gender, Kurdish Language,
Gender Representation).
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(indirect vs. direct), patterns of swearing/oaths,
and the lexicon of greetings and condolences.

The most significant findings of this study indicate
that linguistic differences are not merely
reflections of biological traits, but rather
expressions of "social status" and "gender roles"
within Kurdish culture. The results demonstrate
that females tend to use more descriptive and
emotional vocabulary, as well as
diminutive/affective  suffixes, whereas male
speech leans toward directness and referential
functionality. The study concludes that language in
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