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Abstract:

The research problem lies in the lack of studies addressing guilt and its relationship to decision-
making, as well as the severity of guilt among Tackwondo referees and its negative impact on their
psychological state, which may lead to anxiety affecting their ability to make appropriate
decisions. Despite the emphasis by psychologists, the current research attempts to explore guilt
and its relationship with decision-making among Tackwondo referees in Iraq by answering the
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following question: *Does guilt have a relationship with decision-making among Tackwondo
referees in Iraq. The study aims to identify the level of guilt among Tackwondo referees in Iraq,
assess their decision-making abilities, and reveal the relationship between guilt and decision-
making. The researchers used the descriptive approach due to its suitability for the nature of the
study. The research population included Tackwondo referees in Iraq registered in the records of
the Iraqi Central Tackwondo Federation for the year (2024-2025), totaling 66 referees distributed
among international, first-, and second-class referees across all Iraqi provinces, selected through
purposive sampling. The researchers employed a guilt scale originally designed for football
referees by (Mohammed Youssef Hajjaj and Khaled Abdulaziz, 2022), consisting of 36 items
divided into three dimensions: (1) *Guilt related to violating ethics, rules, and game laws* (6
items), (2) *Guilt toward others* (13 items), and (3) *Guilt regarding situations and technical
errors* (27 items). The scale was adapted to suit Tackwondo referees. Additionally, a decision-
making scale developed by (Youssef Saleh Diyab, 2018), comprising 20 items, was used. The
researchers conducted scientific validation for both tools and employed statistical methods
(percentage, arithmetic mean, standard deviation, and simple correlation coefficient) to analyze
the data. After presenting and discussing the findings, the researchers concluded that Tackwondo
referees exhibited a high level of guilt, particularly regarding situations and technical errors.
However, no significant correlation was found between the guilt scale and the decision-making
scale.

Keywords: Guilt — Tackwondo Referees — Decision-Making
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