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Study Summary

Wearing the Nigab and the Weakening of National Identity: A Sociological Study in Erbil

Governorate

This study aims to examine the impact of wearing the nigab on the weakening of national identity.
A qualitative research approach was adopted, and focus groups were utilized for data collection.
The study population consists of all veiled women in Erbil Governorate, while the study sample
included 14 veiled women, six from the city of Soran and eight from the city of Erbil. The study
is based on Manuel Castells' theory regarding the dual impact of religion on national identity in
the modern era. The findings indicate that the nigab, as a symbol of Salafi Islam rooted in religious
belief, contributes to weakening national identity while reinforcing religious identity, particularly
in cases where ideological conflicts arise and definitions of the sacred diverge. In religious
philosophy, sacredness is embodied in loyalty to God, whereas in national matters, it is expressed

through loyalty to the land, homeland, language, flag, and national symbols.

Keywords: Nigab, National Identity, Religious Identity, Religious Ideology.
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