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Abstract

Clothing (costume) is the revealing key to an individual's uniqueness among all nationalities.
Every society has its own style of clothing that connects it to its culture and society; through it,
the community's national identity is identified. From this perspective, the Kurdish people, the
largest stateless nation in the world, possesses its own unique clothing (costume), with numerous
types, styles, and designs that reflect the topographical aspects and geographic formation of
Kurdistan, a style that has attracted the attention of Orientalists. The Kurdish women's dress
(costume), with its diverse colors and patterns, has become a symbol of the passion for life and
women's connection to nature, filled with greenery and diverse flowers. It is also an indicator for
human feelings and positive energy.
This research is a scientific attempt to answer key questions, the most important ones are: To
what extent is clothing (costume) considered a symbol and identity? What cultural indicators does
Kurdish clothing contain? What are its internal meanings and evidences?
This research gains its importance from being the first scientific and academic attempt in
Kurdish language in the field of anthropology and within the scope of the research title. It also
serves as an incentive to consider and pay attention to clothing (costume) as an important symbol
and indicator of the Kurds as a nation without an independent state. Therefore, the overall
objective of this research is to clarify the reality of Kurdish women's clothing (costume) in the
eyes of Kurdish specialists and experts, while demonstrating the ideological influence on
clothing (costume) as a symbol of national identity.
The main conclusion in this research is that clothing (costume) is the second language for
nationalities to express their identities, and ideologies, especially the totalitarian ones, that
should have an impact on undermining nationalist sentiments, which are often reflected in the

styles, models, and even colors of Kurdish women’s clothing (costume) in our society.
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