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Abstract

On December 9, 1948, the United Nations General Assembly adopted the Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. However, despite more than seventy-six years
having passed since then, the concept of the crime of genocide, as stated in its second article, remains
unchanged. Nevertheless, the application of temporary international criminal courts has revealed
issues regarding its application to the cases of genocide they have considered. The legislative
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formulation of this concept can be found in the Statute of the International Criminal Court in 1998,
as well as in the penal legislation of several states that are parties to this agreement and punish such
crimes. The crime of genocide differs from what is stated in the international convention.

These facts indicate a disparity in the understanding of the concept of the crime of genocide
included in the International Convention in 1948, at both the international and domestic law levels,
during the period from its adoption until now. This necessitates a reconsideration of this agreement
by amending its second article to keep up with the developments taking place in this regard.

Therefore, this research aims to study the developments in the concept of the crime of genocide
from the time of the adoption of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide in 1948 until now, based on a study of this international agreement, the statutes of
temporary international criminal courts and their applications, and the Statute of the International
Criminal Court in 1998. Additionally, the penal legislation of several countries will be examined to
arrive at appropriate recommendations for developing a comprehensive concept of the crime of
genocide, which has a significant impact in addressing this grave international crime, protecting the
targeted human groups, and preventing the perpetrators from evading punishment.

Keywords: Genocide, international convention in 1948, Interim International Criminal Court,
International Criminal Court, Criminal Legislation.
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