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Abstract
Throughout history, nations have committed various crimes against one another, some of which
are recognized as international crimes due to their horrific nature. While the international courts have
fulfilled their global responsibilities by prosecuting perpetrators and restoring the rights of the victims
in certain cases, numerous nations have suffered from similar crimes that qualify as international
crimes, leading to extensive damage and even destruction. Unfortunately, the international
community, including all its judicial and security forces, has remained inactive in response to these
crimes. Among these nations affected, the Kurds stand out as a prominent example of a nation that
has been subjected to numerous horrific international crimes, yet no legal action has been taken on
their behalf. One of the most egregious crimes committed against the Kurds was the chemical
bombing of Halabja in 1988 during Iraq and Iran war. Therefore, this study aims to analyze the
classification of the Halabja chemical weapons attack within the framework of international criminal
law. The primary research objective is to determine whether this attack constitutes genocide or
another category of international crime. Furthermore, if classified as genocide, the study will examine
the challenges and obstacles preventing its international recognition as such. The research hypothesis
suggests that by identifying and addressing these barriers, and implementing appropriate measures,
the Halabja attack can be officially recognized as an international crime of genocide.
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