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The function of the concept of Camera - pen (caméra-stylo): an attempt to define the nature
of truth in documenting the genocide campaign against the Yazidi women in the events of 2014:

Assistant Professor: Dilshad Mustafa Rahim Razawa

College of Fine Arts, University of Sulaimani

Abstract :

In his famous article published in the sixties of the last century, French critic and director
Alexandre Astruc argued for the emergence of a new cinematic wave and discussed the concept of
using the camera as a pen, which then became a manifesto of the French wave and crossed over to
the world. Astruc pointed out that cinema is a language like literature and that when a film director
directs his film, he deals with the camera, which is his main tool, just as a writer deal with a pen.
(There were many discussions after that about adopting the concept of cinema as a language.) From
this point of view, the director deals with the camera as a tool for making the film, just as the writer
does with the pen. In other words, the camera can express what is vague and silent within the human
soul, as the pen does in the case of writing.

Thus, cinema comes out of being a means of entertainment and enjoyment only and becomes a
medium for embodiment and a way to express what language and other tools cannot do. Therefore,
if we borrow that concept and use it with the issue of Yazidi women, women who are silent under the
hegemony of heritage and traditions, we can reach different conclusions about the state of vagueness
and mysterious silence hovering around the stories of the victims and the bloody events that took
place in late 2014. Consequently, if we can provide a solid and reliable ground for the victim and
make her trust the camera as a medium for expressing or documenting what she cannot reveal in
public, it is possible for the victim to reach a kind of satisfaction or reconciliation with herself on the
one hand and to document the memory of the victims, on the other hand through a means different
from the written language, and thus we can break that imaginary barrier composed of fear imposed
by social coercion and old habits around the issue.

This research attempts to find the codes of the relationship between the concept of a camera-pen
that has been developed by Astruc and Bazan and the cases of Yazidi women to create an atmosphere
of trust with the camera as a means of documenting the wounded and foggy memory. It is a step
toward applying different terms and concepts from other fields of knowledge to the project of creating
a cinematic framework for the tragedies that the Kurds have witnessed in recent years. In the
analytical framework, we take the case of Yazidi as an intentional model to enable the victims to take
a self-technical tool to document their bitter experiences, which may be vague, and they cannot or
dare to reveal them even in their solitude with themselves.

Keywords: cinematic language, genocide, silent, the memory of the victims
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