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viding significant military and intelligence assistance to help Tur-
key fight the PKK. This assistance and an increase in dialogue be-
tween Turkey, Irag, and the Kurdistan Regional Government led to
significant progress and a fundamental shift in their relationships
in 2008. Leaders on all sides made new commitments to dialogue
at all levels, starting with Iragi President Jalal Talabani’'s March
2008 visit to Ankara, an important opening just weeks after Tur-
key's February 2008 ground offensive against PKK forces in north-
ern Iraq. In April of that year, Turkey’s National Security Council
voted to start engagement with all parties in Iraq, opening the way
for direct Turkish contact with leadership. Turkish Prime
Minister Erdogan visited Baghdad in July 2008; Ee and Iraqgi lead-
ers agreed to start a strategic dialogue on all bilateral issues, in-
cluding energy and trade. Recently, President Talabani made pub-
lic statements calling for PKK to ﬂ;}r down their arms or leave the
territory. These various exchanges culminated with President Gul's
March 23-25, 2009 visit to Iraq, the first visit by a Turkish Presi-
dent in 33 wears. In November 2008, senior representatives of the
governments of Iraq, Turkey, and the United States met in Bagh-
dad to renew trilateral arrangements to share information and de-
velop strategies for countering the PKK. We are hopeful that this
frequent contact will continue to lead to concrete results, for exam-
ple, in increased cooperation on countering the PKK and expanded
economic ties.

Question. What assurances can you and the Department of State
give the Committee and my colleague Senator Voinovich that the
Melanson child abduction case will continue to receive urgent at-
tention by principals in the Department at the highest levels?

Answer. One of the highest priorities of the Department is safe-
guarding the welfare of U.S. citizen children. Parental child abduc-
tion is a tragedy that has long-term consequences for both the child
and the left-behind parent. Both federal and most states’ criminal
laws make international parental child abduction a crime in the
United States. When a child is abducted across international bor-
ders, however, the case is complicated by the need to operate with-
in the national laws of the country of destination. That country
ma[v not be party to international agreements covering parental
child abduction. Such is the situation in South Korea.

U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Korea Kathleen Stephens
and I have engaged personally to ensure that Mr. Melanson's case
is and will remain a high priority for the Department of State. As
I have mentioned to Senator Voinovich previously, the Department
has enga at high levels with the Korean Government on behalf
of Mr. elanson and we will continue to do so. Our Embassy in
Seoul will also continue to follow this case closely and provide Sen-
ator Voinovich with frequent and regular updates.

Question. Moreover, what steps will the Department take to en-
sure that this case be included in State’s talking points during each
and ever{ bilateral meeting with the Republic of Korea-from desk
officers all the way up to Secretary Clinton?

Answer. State Department officials—at all levels—understand
the significance of this case and will continue to raise it vigorously
and consistently in all settings that can contribute to the resolu-

(1) United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Foreign Relations, Nomination: Hearing
Before the Committee on Foreign Relations, United States Senate, One Hundred Eleventh

Congress, First Session, March 25, 2009, U.S. Government Printing Office, 2011, O. 67.
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Summary

The research titled (Diplomatic Activities of Jalal Hesamuddin Talabani with the Iraqi
Regional Countries during 2003-2013, Iran as an example) explores the influential role
and activities of Jalal Hesamuddin Talabani in rebuilding and strengthening Irag's
relations with regional countries, particularly Iran. Following the 2003 invasion of Iraq
by the United States and its allies, Iraq urgently needed to establish diplomatic relations
with neighboring countries after years of domestic political instability. Jalal Talabani
recognized the importance of fostering these relationships, especially with prominent
regional countries like Iran. Beginning in 2003, Talabani actively developed and
maintained relations with Iran, continuing to do so until he fell ill at the end of 2012. His
efforts had a lasting positive impact on the bilateral relations between Irag and Iran, even

after his departure from the political arena.

Keywords:(Jalal Talabani, Diplomacy, Iraq, Iran, Regional States)




